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Come with hope or despair, expectation, or disappointment,  
and seek God even as God seeks you.  

 

 

Hearing devices and large print hymnals are available— 

please ask an usher if you require them.   

*Please stand as you are able. 
 

Thank you for silencing electronic devices before worship begins. 

_____________________________________ 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

November 30, 2025  10 a.m. 
 

 

RINGING THE BELL  9:45 a.m. 

  
LIGHTING THE CANDLES 

 

PRELUDE Come, to Us Now, Emmanuel Price & Besig 

 A Prayer for Advent Williams & Nolan 

 

WELCOME 

 



CHORAL INTROIT  One candle is lit Kirkpatrick 

Come surely, Lord Jesus, as dawn follows night, 

Our hearts long to greet you, as roses, the light. 

Salvation, draw near us, our vision engage.   

One candle is lit for the hope of the age. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)   

One:  In a world longing for light, we gather as people of hope. 

All:  We come seeking the God who draws near. 

One: We come with our questions, our worries, our waiting, and our 

wondering. 

All:  We come trusting that Christ is already among us.  Hope calls us 

to open our eyes to the neighbor who waits, to the voices unheard, 

to the lives longing for welcome. Hope invites us to prepare more 

than a sanctuary—we prepare our hearts and our neighborhoods. 

One:  Come, people of God, wake from sleep, step into the light, and make 

room for the coming Christ. 

All:  We gather in hope.  We wait with courage.  We worship with 

expectant hearts. 

 

*HYMN O come, O come, Emmanuel 119 

  

*GATHERING PRAYER (unison)   

Holy and loving God, we gather in this season of Advent as people who 

long for light in a world that feels heavy and uncertain.  We come with 

open hearts, trusting that your presence is already stirring among us—

in our waiting, our questions, and our quiet hopes.  Open our eyes to 

the neighbor who waits, the stories we have not yet heard, and the 

places where love is still struggling to break through.  Kindle within us 

a hope that is bold and compassionate, a hope that moves us beyond 

comfort and into care.  May this gathering awaken us to your nearness 

and remind us that Christ is coming—not just to a manger long ago, 

but to this moment, this community, and this shared life today.  Amen. 
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE  

 

CHRISMON TREE DECORATIONS 

 

INTERGENERATIONAL CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

The neighbor we forgot to notice 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen.  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM Our Song of Thanks Lantz 

For the breath of each new day and his love to light the way, 

For the shade of towering trees swaying in the gentle breeze. 

For the rays of morning light and the stars that shine so bright, 

For the gently falling rain bringing fruits and harvest grain. 

Lord, we sing our song of thanks to you for all good things you do. 

For the evening sky with sunset hue, hear our song of thanks to you. 

For the song of evening bird, and the glory of God’s Word, 

For all creatures, great and small, his creation one and all. 

Lord, we sing our song of thanks to you for all good things you do. 

For the sunshine warm in sky so blue, hear our song of thanks to you. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison) 

Guiding God, as we turn to your Word, open our hearts and quiet our 

minds.  Let your hope shine into our waiting and your wisdom speak 

into our lives.  May these scriptures awaken us to your presence and 

lead us toward deeper understanding, compassion, and faithful living. 

(Prayer continued next page→) 



     Shape the way we listen today, that we might hear not only with our 

ears, but with our spirits.  Help us receive your Word as living truth—

a light for our path and a call toward hope, justice, and neighborly love.  

Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Old Testament Isaiah 2:1-5 pew Bible p.591 OT 

Epistle Romans 13:11-14 pew Bible p.142 NT 

Gospel Matthew 24:36-44 pew Bible p.24 NT 

 

SERMON    Welcoming Hope, Welcoming Others 

When hope knocks, will we answer? 
 

*HYMN Christians all, your Lord is coming 136 

 

MORNING PRAYERS  

Joys & Concerns  

Silent Prayer & Pastoral Prayer 

Choral Response In this time Sivis 

In this time of quiet reverence, God, fill us now with everlasting peace, 

And may each and every day we live bring true faith in your abiding love. 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS & TITHES  
 

OFFERTORY Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus Pritchard  

 My Soul Gives Glory to My God Wyeth 
 

*DOXOLOGY   46 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

*HYMN All earth is waiting 139 
 

BENEDICTION   
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CHORAL RESPONSE Amen Robinson 
 

POSTLUDE Now Thank We All Our God arr. Larson 

_____________________________________ 
 

One candle is lit, music William J. Kirkpatrick 1895 | Public Domain 
Text Mary Anne Parrott © 1995 Chalice Hymnal | CCLI License # 11546442  Streaming 20543232 

 

Our Song of Thanks, text Marti Lantz, music David Lantz III © 1992 Harold Flammer Music 
(Admin. by Hal Leonard LLC) | CCLI License # 11546442  Streaming 20543232 

_____________________________________ 

 

Nancy Sargent, Pianist & Choral Director 

Andy Elliott, Pastor 

Tim Carter, Liturgist 

Liz Palmer & Anne Bancroft, Advent Candlelighters 

Steve Merchant & Mary Turner, Chrismon Tree Decorations 

Cindy & Charlie Sargent, Ushers 

Lois Stevens, Greeter  

Ruth & Troy Tainter, Facebook, WDEA & Zoom 

Cindy Sargent, November Deacon 

_____________________________________ 

 

Worship is broadcast live through 

WDEA AM 1370, Facebook, and Zoom. 

 

 

VISITORS, GUESTS, AND SEEKERS ARE WELCOME 
 

Come with hope or despair, expectation or disappointment, and seek God even 

as God seeks you.  We pray that your experience of worship enriches and 

sustains you in the week ahead.  If you are visiting, we hope you will introduce 

yourself to those around you and to the Pastor.  Please join us for coffee after 

the service.  If you have any questions, please ask an usher. 
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CHURCH FAIR - Saturday, December 6, 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.  

The Busy Bodies invite everyone to our Christmas Fair.  We 

will offer our usual knitted and crocheted items, other crafts, books, delicious 

food, antiques and attic treasures.  And our popular berry bowls!  
 

 
 

 

DECEMBER 14, COMMUNITY CHOIR CONCERT 

at 3 P.M. Churches and choirs from all over Hancock 

County have been invited to participate in a Christmas 

Concert with everyone participating in a mass choir number.   Please put this 

on your calendar.  We hope that this will become an annual event for the 

holiday season.  Please come and enjoy the music of the holidays! 

 

  



 
 
 
 

Our purpose, 
First Congregational Church, UCC, Ellsworth, Maine:   
To embrace the life, ministry and teachings of Jesus Christ 

In meaningful and dynamic ways through 
creative worship, 

supportive fellowship,  
compassionate outreach, and 

stimulating Christian education for all ages; 
To be a faithful community which, led by the Holy Spirit, 

expresses hospitality, 
nurtures spiritual growth, and 

promotes a deep sense of belonging; 
To strive to build on commonalities while seeking to 

understand, accept, and  
celebrate our differences; 

To stand as a beacon of hope in a hurting and troubled world by  

sharing the Good News of the Gospel, and 
 practicing God’s love as embodied by Jesus Christ. 

We welcome all to walk with us on the journey of faith. 
As adopted by the Congregation at its Annual Meeting – January 22, 2012 


