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Advent is one of the most deeply reflective seasons of the 
Christian year—a time when the pastor’s heart is torn 
between stillness and urgency.  As we light the candles of 
hope, peace, joy, and love, we are reminded that this is not 
simply a countdown to Christmas, but a spiritual 
awakening to God’s presence already breaking into the 
world.  From a pastor’s perspective, Advent invites the 
church to live in holy tension—to wait faithfully and to 

act courageously.  It is a time to hold space for longing, to name the brokenness in our 
communities, and to proclaim that God is still writing a story of redemption among us. 
 
Each week of Advent carries a rhythm of deep pastoral care.  We watch as the weary find hope, 
the anxious discover peace, the forgotten are surprised by joy, and the isolated encounter love.  
It’s not a sentimental waiting—it’s a call to awareness.  The pastor’s task is to draw people into 
that awareness: to open hearts to wonder, to teach that hope is resistance, and to remind the 
church that love is not abstract but lived—in our neighborhoods, our conversations, and our 
shared acts of compassion.  Advent, in this sense, 
becomes a mirror of the Gospel: God coming near 
not just in Bethlehem, but on our own streets. 
 
Ultimately, Advent from the pastor’s view is an 
invitation to prepare—not for perfection, but for 
presence.  The season reminds us that light still 
shines in the shadows, and that the church’s role is 
to point toward it, nurture it, and share it.  As we 
move through these weeks together, we discover 
again that Christ’s coming isn’t confined to history 
or tradition—it’s happening here, now, among us. 

 
Peace and love, 
Andy 

 



DECEMBER CHURCH MEETINGS 
 

 

Adult Forum –  Sundays, 8:15 a.m. 
Choir – Thursdays, 6 p.m. 
Music – TBA 
Busy Bodies – Monday Dec 8, 10:30 a.m.  
Deacons –  Sunday, Dec 14, 11:30 a.m. 
Christian Ed – Sunday, Dec 14, 11:30 a.m. 
Trustees –  Thursday, Dec 18, 7 p.m.  
Council  – NO DECEMBER MEETING  
Missions –  Sunday, Dec 28, 11:30 a.m. 
 

Our meetings are hybrid, in person AND Zoom.  All 
FCC Zoom events (meetings and worship) use the 
same meeting number and password.  Contact the 
secretary in  the church office (T-W-Th) for Zoom 
instructions. 
 

 

 

  CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24 
                  AT 7 P.M. 
 

Everyone is invited to attend the traditional 
Service of Lessons & Carols, where we hear 
familiar passages from Scripture and beloved 
carols.  Our musical guests will be the McIntyres.  
We will conclude with candle-lighting throughout 
the congregation as we sing “Silent night”. 

The service will broadcast live through WDEA 
AM 1370, Facebook, and Zoom to worship at 
home.     
 

 

WE CARE AND WE WELCOME 
 
Deacons and Christian Education support our 

congregation and our pastor.  Please contact one 
of us if you have a need or you would like to help 
with the worship services.   

We are seeing visitors in our congregation 
with and without children.  We want to be 
welcoming and we want to build a children’s 
program again that will include a nursery.  If you 
are willing to help with children when needs arise, 
please contact Bonnie Carter or Ken Farkas.  

We remind you to bring a friend to any church 
event or service.   

DECEMBER 
LECTIONARY READINGS 

 
DEC 7 – ADVENT II   

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

 

DEC 14 – ADVENT III 
Isaiah 35:1-10 & Psalm 146:5-10   
OR  Luke 1:46b-55 
James 5:7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 

 

DEC 21 – ADVENT IV 
Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 

DEC 24 – CHRISTMAS EVE & CHRISTMAS DAY 
Isaiah 9:2-7 & Psalm 96 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 
 

Isaiah 62:6-12 & Psalm 97 
Titus 3:4-7 
Luke 2:(1-17), 8-20 
 

Isaiah 52:7-10 & Psalm 98 
Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12) 
John 1:1-14 
 

DEC 28 – 1ST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
Isaiah 6:7-9 & Psalm 148 
Hebrews 2:10-18 
Matthew 22:13-23 
 

DEC 31 – NEW YEAR’S EVE 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-3 & Psalm 8 
Revelation 21:1-6a 
Matthew 25:31-46 
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https://wdea.am/listen-live/
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/839961144


   
Dec    7 – Communion, Advent II 
Dec 14 – Advent III 
Dec 21 – Advent IV 
Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Dec 28 – Pajama Sunday/Pick Your Carol 
 

December Deacons:  Katharine Schrader & 
                                                    Steve Merchant 
 

From Paul Nickerson 
Knowing Who You Want to Reach 

 

I coach many churches on how to understand 
the community around them.  We look together at 
demographics, how to interview community 
leaders, and how to do prayer walks.  The goal of 
all this work is to describe the "next" group the 
church wants to reach out to (note: that is "next" 
group, not the only group.)  This description 
should focus on the age of this group, their 
lifestyle, needs and interests.  The church can then 
design programs/events/mission efforts that 
meet this group right where they are. 

What happens in many instances is that 
churches never really focus on the next group.  
Some hide behind the idea that we "welcome 
everyone", which is true, but we can't reach all the 
different groups in our community all at once.  
Other churches just continue to roll out the same 
programs, hoping someone will make the effort to 
connect with the church.  Still others avoid change 
for fear of upsetting long-term members.  As a 
result, a lot of time, energy and resources are 
wasted trying to guess "what those people out 
there want.” 

But as writer Dave Ferguson points out, the 
community isn't sent to us, we are sent to them. 
Rather than saying "come join us" and asking 
newcomers to make the leap to our culture, we 
need to be "contextual" by going out and meeting 
new people where they are. 

 
 

If you haven't done a deep dive into the 
dynamics of your community, I encourage you to 
do and start connecting with people on their terms 
and not on ours.  Churches that grow put the needs 
of those not yet in church over their own 
preferences.  There will be many people who will 
find faith and thank you for caring about them. ♦ 

 

 

As we attempt to pray for our entire church 
family over the course of a year, the Deacons 
ask that you please include these names in 
your daily prayers during December: 
 

Gale & Bill Caddoo 
Lynn & Michael Hall 
Betty & Jim Kimbrell 
Elizabeth Palmer 
Marshall Smith 
Leita Zeugner & Bill Hodges 
Jennifer Allen 
Olivia Robidoux 
Dylan Lacey 
Dan & Shirley Rhodes 

__________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS CARD BULLETIN BOARD 
 

Have you looked at the cost of mail 
lately?  When I was a child, we sent out a hundred 
Christmas cards at 10¢ a card.  At the end of 2025, 
a 1st-class stamp is 78¢.  It’s a significant outlay to 
mail 100 cards now!   

How can we save some money and still send 
cards to our many friends?  We would like to try a 
Christmas Card Bulletin Board at First Church 
where you can bring in a card addressed to our 
friends in the church and post your card for all to 
see.  This will save you the cost of sending many 
cards and will save you the time of writing all 
those cards.  Questions?  Contact me, Katharine 
Schrader.  
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SATURDAY DECEMBER 6: 
 
• Our Christmas Fair is 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.   
 

• 45th Ellsworth Christmas Parade at 4 p.m. 
The theme is Whoville Christmas, so First 
Church is planning a "Whoville" Nativity float.  
Pastor Andy will be the Santa Grinch, passing 
out candy so his heart can grow from all the 
love!  If you would like to help in any way, talk 
to Andy, Troy, or Katharine.  

•  

• Community Tree Lighting will take place at 
the conclusion of the parade.  We will have an 
activity table at the City Hall parking lot. 

 

 
 
 

CHURCH FAIR 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 
8:30 AM – 1 PM 

 
 

The Busy Bodies invite everyone to our 
Christmas Fair.  We will offer our usual knitted 
and crocheted items, other crafts, books, delicious 
food, antiques and attic treasures.  And our 
popular berry bowls!  

We would appreciate your donations of baked 
goods: pies, cookies, bread and more.  If you have 
your own crafts or something special in your attic 
that you would like to donate, we would love to 
have those, too.  Things that usually sell well are 
gently used, clean household items, books, puzzles 
and other appropriate items.  No clothing or elec-
tronics.  We really appreciate all the congregation 
does each year to help us out with our fairs.   

Please bring baked goods to the church on 
Friday afternoon, December 5 from 12-2 p.m.  Or 
bring them in Saturday morning as soon as you 
can.  

Contact Sue Fuller or Louise Emerson with any 
questions. 

We can’t wait to see you at the fair! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Christmas Fund has been caring for 

active and retired clergy and lay employees of the 
United Church of Christ for over 100 years, 
providing emergency grants, supplementation of 
small annuities and health premiums, and 
Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each December 
to our lower-income retirees. 

United Church of Christ congregations and 
members have blessed the Christmas Fund with 
their generosity for many years.  This year, your 
care and compassion will be especially 
appreciated by those servants of the church who 
are facing a time of need.   FCC will collect gifts for 
the Christmas Fund through the month of 
December. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 December 14, Community Choir Concert at 
3 p.m. Churches and choirs from all over 
Hancock County have been invited to 
participate in a Christmas Concert with 
everyone participating in a mass choir 
number.   Please put this on your calendar.  We 
hope that this will become an annual event for 
the holiday season.  Please come and enjoy the 
music of the holidays! 

 

 The McIntyres will sing during worship on 
Christmas Eve.  We love having them with us. 
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GRANTING CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY WISHES 
We will again participate in the Emmaus Homeless 
Shelter’s project to purchase Christmas gifts for local 

children.  There will be a small tree with “ornaments” that name a child and include his/her Wish List.  You 
take an ornament, write down on the clipboard whose name you selected, buy the gifts and 
wrapping paper, and bring them to the church.  This will take place in the first two weeks 
of December.   

Speak with Ginny Davis of the Missions Committee about supporting this community 
ministry. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS CAN SUPPORT  
LOAVES & FISHES FOOD PANTRY THIS YEAR 

 
We will decorate the Chancel with poinsettias for worship on Sunday, December 21.  Live plants cost $8.  
We are adding a positive twist that we hope will contribute to our sanctuary decorations and support 
Loaves & Fishes.  You can still place poinsettias in honor or in memory of your loved ones.  The “twist” is 
instead of purchasing a real plant, you would “rent” one of our beautiful, artificial plants to display.  Instead 
of paying for a plant to take home, the rental cost will be donated to Loaves & Fishes.  If you don’t wish to 
do this, you can still request to purchase a plant if you want one to take home.  Please fill out the form below 
and determine how you want your plant.  Questions?  Please contact Katharine Schrader. 
 

Memorial and honorary information and your plant orders need to be in the church office by 
Tuesday, December 16.    
 
 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   
 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA DESIGNATIONS 2025 
 

Yes!  I want to “rent” a plant and donate to Loaves & Fishes. 
 

I want to buy ____ plants through the church.  $8 per plant. 
 

 

I will bring my own plant. 
 

 
Your name (please print)  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
In Honor of (please print)  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
In Memory of (please print) ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 



December 2025   
 

 
 

God of Love, 
Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us. 
He is a sign of your love. 
Help us walk in that love during the weeks of Advent, 
As we wait and prepare for his coming. 
We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior.  Amen. 
 

- Author Unknown 

 
 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 

1 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

10:30 am  Busy   
   Bodies activities 
5 pm  Andy office 

 

2 
 
 
6 pm Boy Scouts 

3 
 
2-3:30 pm  Welcome  
           Table take-out 
5 pm  Andy office 

 

4 
9 am  Bulletin   
          deadline 
4 pm  Chess Club 
6 pm  Choir 

 

5 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
  12 pm  Fair set up 

6 
8:30 am- 1 pm 
Christmas Fair 

4 pm  Parade 

7     Advent II 
          Peace 
Violet 
   

8:15 am  Adult Forum 
10 am  Worship Service 
Luncheon 

 

8 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

10:30 am  Busy   
   Bodies activities 
5 pm  Andy office 

 

9 
 
6 pm Boy Scouts 

10 
 
2-3:30 pm  Welcome  
           Table take-out 

 

11 
9 am  Bulletin         
          deadline 
4 pm  Chess Club 
5 pm  Andy office 
6 pm  Choir 

12 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 

13 
 
 

14     Advent III 
            Joy 
Pink 
   

8:15 am  Adult Forum 
10 am  Worship Service 
11:30 am  Christian Ed & 
                     Deacons  
3 pm  ♫  Community  
                  concert  
 

15 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 
5 pm  Andy office 

 

16 
 
6 pm Boy Scouts 

17 
9 am  Steeple 
          deadline 
2-3:30 pm  Welcome  
           Table take-out 

 

18 
9 am  Bulletin   
          deadline 
4 pm  Chess Club 
5 pm  Andy office 
6 pm  Choir 
7 pm Trustees 

 

19 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 
 

20 
 
 

 

21   Advent IV 
           Love 
Violet 
   

8:15 am  Adult Forum 
10 am  Worship Service 

 

22 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

5 pm  Andy office 

 

23 
 
6 pm Boy Scouts 

24  CHRISTMAS 
            EVE 
9 am   Bulletin AND  
    Steeple deadlines 
 

7 pm  Service 
 

(No Welcome Table) 

   

25  CHRISTMAS 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 

 

26 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

27 
  

28    
White 
 

8:15 am  Adult Forum 
10 am  Worship Service 
11:30 am  Missions 
 

 

29 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

5 pm  Andy office 

 

30 
 
6 pm Boy Scouts 

31 
9 am  Bulletin   
          deadline 

 

1  NEW YEAR’S  
       DAY 2026 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 

2 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 

3 
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Sunday Worship Service 10 a.m. 
Church office hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 
Andy Elliott, Pastor 
Joyce B. Cornwell, Secretary  
Lynn Hall, Organist  
Nancy Sargent, Choir Director  
Sue Fuller, Moderator    
Tom MacDonald, Vice Moderator  
Myrna Vallette, Clerk    
Ken Farkas, Treasurer 
Mike Fuller, Asst Treasurer 
Jennifer Ashmore, Bookkeeper 

Sidney Emerson & Lynn Hall,  
      Financial Secretaries 
Troy Tainter, Building Maintenance Director 
Katharine Schrader, Deacons   
Ginny Davis, Missions 
Bonnie Carter, Music & Christian Education 
Council Members at Large: 

Susan Bedard 
     Rhyne Robidoux 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ  
PO Box 12, Ellsworth, Maine 04605  
207-667-8321  office@ellsworthucc.org     ellsworthucc.org      
facebook.com/fccellsworth/ 

 
Our street address is 2 Church Street, but that is not our mailing address.  The Post Office no longer 
automatically gives us our mail with the street address.  You must use the Post Office Box number. 

 

mailto:office@ellsworthucc.org
http://ellsworthucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fccellsworth/
http://www.ucc.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our purpose, 
First Congregational Church, UCC, Ellsworth, Maine:   
To embrace the life, ministry and teachings of Jesus Christ 

In meaningful and dynamic ways through 
creative worship, 

supportive fellowship,  
compassionate outreach, and 

stimulating Christian education for all ages; 
To be a faithful community which, led by the Holy Spirit, 

expresses hospitality, 
nurtures spiritual growth, and 

promotes a deep sense of belonging; 
To strive to build on commonalities while seeking to 

understand, accept, and  
celebrate our differences; 

To stand as a beacon of hope in a hurting and troubled world by  

sharing the Good News of the Gospel, and 
 practicing God’s love as embodied by Jesus Christ. 

We welcome all to walk with us on the journey of faith. 
As adopted by the Congregation at its Annual Meeting – January 22, 2012  

 

 

 


