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Ellsworth, Maine 
 

 
 

Founded in 1812 

 

Come with hope or despair, 
expectation, or disappointment, and 

seek God even as God seeks you. 
  



 

 
               The Work of Christmas 

 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
The work of Christmas begins: 
 

To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 
To bring peace among brothers, 
To make music in the heart. 
 

                              -  Rev. Howard Thurman 1899-1981 

 

 
Hearing devices and large print hymnals are available— 

please ask an usher if you require them.   

*Please stand as you are able. 

 

Thank you for silencing electronic devices before worship begins. 

 

 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howard_Thurman


ORDER OF WORSHIP 

BAPTISM OF CHRIST 

 

January 11, 2026  10 a.m. 

 
 

RINGING THE BELL  9:45 a.m. 

  

LIGHTING THE CANDLES 

 

PRELUDE When the Morning Stars Sang Together Clarke 

 Down to the River to Pray  arr. Wagner 

  

WELCOME 

 

CHORAL INTROIT  Lovely Star in the Sky Un-Yung La 

You may follow the text on p. 175 in the hymnal. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)   

One:  After all that has been—after seasons of joy and seasons of grief, after 

endings we expected and endings we did not—we gather here. 

All:   We come carrying what we know and what we are still 

wondering. 

One:  There is a time for every purpose under heaven. A time to remember. 

A time to hope. A time to begin again. 

All:   Teach us to live faithfully in the time we are given. 

One: Christ meets us not only in what is certain, but in the hungry, the 

stranger, the overlooked—in ordinary moments filled with holy 

possibility. 

All:  Open our eyes to love standing before us. 

One:  We do not come with all the answers. We come with a question. 

All:   After this… what’s next? Let us worship together. 
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*HYMN This is a day of new beginnings 518 
  
*GATHERING PRAYER (unison)   

Faithful God,  you meet us at the turning of seasons—between what 

has been and what is still becoming.  We bring with us our joys and our 

burdens, our gratitude and our questions.  Remind us that there is a 

time for everything and that this moment is held by you.  As we 

worship, open our eyes to Christ among us and our hearts to the love 

that calls us forward.  We trust you with what comes next.  Amen. 
 

INTERGENERATIONAL CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

The first step after a power outage 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen.  
 

CHORAL ANTHEM I Saw a Star! Althouse 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison) 

Loving God, as we turn to the sacred text, quiet our minds and open 

our hearts.  By your Spirit, help us hear what we need for this moment 

—words that guide us, questions that shape us, and love that calls us 

forward.  Illuminate these ancient words, that we may recognize your 

presence among us and trust you with what comes next.  Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Old Testament Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 pew Bible p.578 OT 

Gospel Matthew 25:31-46 pew Bible p.25 NT 
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SERMON    After This, What’s Next? 

 On the threshold of a new year  

 

*HYMN Be thou my vision 595 

 

MORNING PRAYERS  

Joys & Concerns  

Silent Prayer & Pastoral Prayer 

Prayer for those Celebrating Birthdays:  Bob 

Choral Response Father, hear the prayer we offer Crüger 

Father, hear the prayer we offer: not for ease that prayer shall be, 

but for strength that we may ever live our lives courageously. 

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS & TITHES  

 

OFFERTORY Water, River, Spirit, Grace Harrison 

 

*DOXOLOGY   46 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

 

*HYMN Here I Am, Lord 452 

 

BENEDICTION   

 

CHORAL RESPONSE     God Dismiss Us with Your Blessing  

God, dismiss us with your blessing; fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

Let us each, your love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace. 

O refresh us, traveling through this wilderness. 

 

POSTLUDE We Three Kings  arr. Lasky 
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Father, hear the prayer, text Love Willis 1859, tune REGENSBURG Johann Crüger 1598-1662 | Public Domain 
 

God, dismiss us, text attrib. John Fawcett 1773; music European Magazine & Review 1792,  
Methodist Hymn & Tune Book 1889 | Public Domain 

_____________________________________ 
 

Lynn Hall, Organist 

Nancy Sargent, Choral Director  

Rev. John Fiscus, Associate Conference Minister Maine UCC 

Cathy Engel, Liturgist 

Kara Ibarguen & Brendan Minear, Ushers 

Lois Stevens, Greeter  

Ruth & Troy Tainter, Facebook, WDEA & Zoom 

Steve Merchant, January Deacon 

_____________________________________ 

 

Thank you for sitting in the front half of the sanctuary today. 
 

Worship is broadcast live through 

WDEA AM 1370, Facebook, and Zoom. 

 

 

VISITORS, GUESTS, AND SEEKERS ARE WELCOME 
 

We pray that your experience of worship enriches and sustains you in the 

week ahead.  If you are visiting, we hope you will introduce yourself to those 

around you and to the Pastor.  Please join us for coffee after the service.  If 

you have any questions, please ask an usher. 

 

 
  

 

The WELCOME TABLE, our free community meal, serves take-out 

only on Wednesdays from 2-3:30 p.m.  Please call the church on 

Wednesdays before 11 a.m., 667-8321, to reserve a meal.   

Donations always gratefully received. 

(When Ellsworth public schools are closed for 

inclement weather, there is no Welcome Table that day.) 
 



e welcome the Rev. John Fiscus to our pulpit today.  John came to 

the Maine Conference after serving nearly ten years as the Minister 

and Teacher at Peace United Church of Christ in St. Cloud, 

Minnesota.  He was student clergy in Colorado and was pulpit supply for 

many churches across that state.  Prior to being clergy, John served the 

churches he attended in multiple ways.  He has served on boards of churches 

with 600 members and offered the good news to four beautiful souls in a 

Colorado farm community. During his tenure in St. Cloud, he served the 

community on several volunteer Boards and as a community member on the 

Ethics Committee of Saint Cloud Hospital.  In addition to his work at the 

church, John served the Conference as Chair of the Open and Affirming 

ministry team and held a six-year term on the Committee on Ministry that 

serves the entire conference. 

John is a second career clergy person.  Prior to full time ministry John 

served over twenty years in management roles in several companies.  His 

experience there was multifaceted and included financial analysis, Human 

Resources, and training responsibilities.  His educational background is varied 

as well.  John has a BS in Anthropology and a BA in History both from 

Colorado State University, Pueblo.  His MDiv was completed at Iliff School 

of Theology in Denver.  He has completed the course work for his Doctor of 

Ministry in Prophetic Leadership from Iliff and is working to complete his 

final project. 

John has lived in Colorado, Texas and Minnesota.  He and his husband, 

Rick, live in the Augusta area.  They celebrated 29 years as a couple in 

October 2025.  They are enjoying life in Maine.  John seeks to discover the 

best lobster roll while Rick searches for the best blueberry pie, muffin, or ale. 

 

 

  

W 



 
 
 

Our purpose, 
First Congregational Church, UCC, Ellsworth, Maine:   
To embrace the life, ministry and teachings of Jesus Christ 

In meaningful and dynamic ways through 
creative worship, 

supportive fellowship,  
compassionate outreach, and 

stimulating Christian education for all ages; 
To be a faithful community which, led by the Holy Spirit, 

expresses hospitality, 
nurtures spiritual growth, and 

promotes a deep sense of belonging; 
To strive to build on commonalities while seeking to 

understand, accept, and  
celebrate our differences; 

To stand as a beacon of hope in a hurting and troubled world by  

sharing the Good News of the Gospel, and 
 practicing God’s love as embodied by Jesus Christ. 

We welcome all to walk with us on the journey of faith. 
As adopted by the Congregation at its Annual Meeting – January 22, 2012  
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